
The Harpenden Hopper community minibus 
service continues to go from strength to 
strength. The Hopper minibus serves the 
residents of Harpenden providing a much-
needed link for many people who no longer 
drive or feel vulnerable taking their cars into 
the busy town centre and trying to find a 
parking space.

The service runs 5 days a week to a timetable 
and follows a dedicated route through the main 
Harpenden residential areas – areas that are not 
directly served by the main bus services.

The service is run by a team of 22 volunteer 
drivers who cheerfully collect a wide range 
of passengers throughout the town and are 
proud to be part of such an essential service. 
Over the years the passengers have become a 
community. Many have made new friends and 
now look out for each other. The number of 
passenger journeys each week now regularly 
exceeds 200 and it continues to rise.
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In recent years the Hopper drivers have 
laid on an annual summer tea party for the 
passengers at St Nicholas church hall which 
includes home-made cakes made by some 
of the drivers. At the last tea-party in August 
2024 some 70-80 passengers came along.

The Hopper team also provide private hire of 
the minibus for local church, social and charity 
groups. This is also a growing part of the service.

£4,000
HBS grant: £10,000

HBS grant: 

On Friday 25th April, Wheathampstead 
Wanderers Football Club (WWFC) officially 
opened their pavilion.

Everyone who was involved with the project 
was invited down to mark the opening 
ceremony. After being shown around the 
facilities, various speeches were made about 
the history of the club and the project itself. 
It was clear to see how much it meant to 
everyone associated with WWFC that after 
years of meetings and hard work, the project 
was finally complete. After the speeches, we 
were invited outside to watch the mayor cut 
the ribbon and officially open the pavilion. 

The pavilion includes changing facilities,  
a club training room, toilets (with disabled 
access) and a kitchen, for serving hot and 
cold refreshments on match days. The outside 
parking area has also been redesigned to 
accommodate 130 spaces (an increase  
from 100 spaces). 

The facilities looked amazing and will certainly 
provide a huge boost for such a fantastic 
community club. A lot of hard work has gone 
into the project from many people, and 
it was great to see so many happy faces. 
WWFC were beyond grateful for the support 
Harpenden provided for this project.
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